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by  the  UNITED  STATES  JOINT  PUBLICATIONS  RE¬ 
SEARCH  SERVICE,  a  federal  government  organi¬ 
zation  established  to  service  the  translation 
and  research  needs  of  the  various  government 
departments. 
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BIOGRAPHY  OF  PROF  KLEMENT  URBAN, 

CZECHOSLOVAK  GEOGRAPHER' 

[Following  is  the  translation  of  an  article  by  Boh.  Horak 
in  Sbornik  Ceskoslovenskfc  Spolecnosti  Zemeplsne  (Yearbook 
Of  the  Czechoslovak  Geographic  Society) ,  Vol  LXV,  No  k, 

Prague,  November  I960,  page  353.] 

Professor  Element  Urban  who  celebrates  his  80th  birthday 
this  year,  was  born  on  22  November  1880  at  Vsemine  near  Vizovice. 
After  passing  his  Final  Examination  in  1901  at  the  gymnasium 
at  Valasske  Mezirici,  he  studied  history  and  geography  at  Prague 
University.  Professor  Augustin* s  geography  lectures  interested 
him  most.  After  having  finished  his  university  studies  in  1905, 
he  became  an  assistant  teacher  at  Prostejov  high  School  and  a  per¬ 
manent  teacher  at  Litovli  in.  1909,  where  he  succeeded  the  pro¬ 
mising  young  geographer,  Vaclav  Novy,  who  had  died  a  tragic  death. 
Urban,  who  wanted  to  devote  himself  fully  to  geography,  first  took 
up  the  study  of  modern  languages,  above  all  English.  Of  the  Ro¬ 
mance  tongues  he  learned  Italian  best,  but  also  devoted  time  to 
French,  Spanish,  Rumanian  (some  Portuguese)  and  of  the  Slavic 
tongues,  Russian.  He  also  studied  Esperanto,  which  often  served 
him  to  good  purpose  in  his  travels  abroad. 

In  September  1920  he  took  part  in  the  International  Scout¬ 
ing  meeting  in  London,  where  he  stayed  til  mid-December.  During  that 
time  he  finished  a  three  months  language  course  and  passed  the 
examination.  In  the  British  metropolis  he  was  fascinated  by  the 
wealth  of  museums  there,  while  he  also  had  an  opportunity  to  acquaint 
himself  with  teaching  methods  at  schools  of  various  kinds,  from  the 
lowest  to  the  highest.  On  his  return  he  was  informed  by  Director 
Machata  that  the  Illustrovany  Zem'pis  vsech  dilu  sveta  (Illustra¬ 
ted  Geograph#  of  che  world)  where  he  had  published  an  article  on 
Europe,  Western,  Northern  and  part  of  Central  Europe,  would  have 
a  second  edition.  In  order  to  get  a  firm  basis  for  this  new,  en¬ 
larged  edition,  based  on  his  personal  view,  in  1923  he  visited 
Germany,  Denmark,  Sweden,  the  Baltic  states  and  Poland,  and  the 
following  year  Rumania  fromwhere  he  could  not  get  very  reliable  re¬ 
ports.  About  his  travels  he  published  numerous  fascinating  and  well 
written  articles  and  reports  in  the  press  Oloumoucke  prudy  — 

Gloom ouc  Currents,  Moravskoslezsky  denik  —  Moravian- Silesian 
Daily,  Pozor  —  Attention,  Ceske  Slovo  —  Czech  Word,  Pravo 
lidu  ~  Peoples  Right,  Volna  Myslenka  —  Free  Thought.  In  1922 
he  asked  for  a  transfer  from  Litovle  to  Kyjov,  from  where  after 
a  year  he  was  officially  assigned  to  the  high  school  at  Praha-Holes- 
ovice  and  finally  permanent]#  appointed  to  the  high  school  at 
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Jecna  Street,  where  he  worked  Until  his  retirement  in  i939» 

While  he  taught  in  the  country,  he  took  an  active  part  in 
club  life  and  information  of  the  public.  In  Frague  he  was  in  his 
element.  He  was  fully  active  in  geography.  He  became  a  permanent 
contributor  to  the  SbornikCs.  spol.  zemepisne  and  wrote  articles 
for  the  early  editions  Of  the  magazine  Sirym  svetem  (The  Wide  World), 
He  took  over  the  editorship  of  the  illustrated  magazine  Ceskoslo- 
vensko  v  obrazech  (Czechoslovakia  in  Pictures)  which  was  published 
in  two  volumes  at  the  Teachers1  Publishing  House  in  1927  and  of  the 
publication  Nase  hory  (Our  Mountains )  published  in  1930,  That  same 
year  he  again  went  to  Britain.  He  visited  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
where  he  again  saw  work  at  schools  in  Edinburgh  and  Dublin.  His  con¬ 
clusions  on  education  there  were  in  favor  of  our  schools^  Parti¬ 
cularly  he  appreciated  the  equipment  of  our  schools  in  teaching  aids. 
In  1931  he  took  part  in  the  international  Esperanto  Congress  in 
Paris.  Together  with  Professor  Zpevak,  he  published  in  1934  -  37 
a  geography  textbook  for  secondary  schools.  In  1939  was  published 
his  Illustrated  Geography  Dictionary  which  was  to  serve  as  a  quick 
referrence  work.  The  new  edition  of  1948,  however,  was  not  pub¬ 
lished,  neither  the  second  volume,  devoted  to  regional  geography, 
for  which  he  obtained  Prof  Stehule's  cooperation.  In  1937  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Publishing  House  started  publication  of  States  in  Pictures. 

The  first  two  volumes,  dealing  with  France  written  by  Urban  and 
with  his  own  pictures,  were  intended  for  visitors  to  the  World* s 
Fair  taking  place  in  Paris  that  year.  They  were  very  successful. 

The  next  volume  was  the  first  of  a  work  on  the  Soviet  Union.  Urban 
wrote  it  after  a  visit  there  in  1937.  A  second  edition  was  published 
after  the  war.  Together  with.  Dr.  He  id-rich,  he  also  published  a  volume 
on  Sweden.  In  manuscript  form  remained  the  methodological  work 
Geography,  its  Nature  and  Methods  (Scientific  and  Instructive) 
which  he  wrote  at  the  Instigation  of  the  Professors’  Union  in  1937 
and  presented  in  1951  to  CAV  (Czech  Academy  of  Sciences).  Very 
favorable  comments  on  this  work  were  given  by  Prof  Kettner  in  the 
CAV  Periodical,  1951,  page  58  and  by  Fr.  Vitasek,  ibid,  page  139. 

He  had  agr  *ed  with  the  Union  to  publish  a  popularly  written 
collection  Illustrated  Geography.  This  was  to  be  Urban’s  textbook. 

He  also  collected  voluminous  material  for  individual  continents  and 
continues  .doing  so  although  he  doubts  he  will  be  able  to  process 
and  publish  them. 

Professor  Urban  proved  his  methodical  experience  as  an  In¬ 
structor  of  geographic  methods  at  the  Faculty  of  Natural  Sciences  at 
Brnu  and  then  also  in  Prague  in  the  years  1947-1949.  During  recent 
years,  however,  (since  1953)  he  returned  to  the  love  of  his  youth. 

"To  poetry  where  he  seeks  consolation  and  some  creative  pleasure," 
as  he  wrote  in  his  biography,  which  I  used  for  this  quotation.  That 
he  is  one  of  Erato’s  devoted  admirers  is  proven  by  the  extensive 
collection  of  his  peetry.  Urban  is  also  skillfdilht  drawing  pic¬ 
tures,  as  proven  by  the  drawings  which  adorn  the  pages  of  his  volu¬ 
minous  diary. 
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ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  CABINET  FOR  GEQMORPHOLOGY  OF  THE 
CZECHOSLOVAK  ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCES 


[Following  is  the  translation  of  an  article  By  J,; 
Linhart  in  Sbomik  Ceskoslovenske  Spolecnosti 
Zemepisne  (Yearbook  of  the  Czechoslovak  Geographic 
Society)  Vol  LXV,  No  4,  Prague,  November  I960, 
pages  357-358.] 


The  Cabinet’s  activity  was  directed  to  completion  of  the 
basic  complex  geomorphological  exploration  of  the  Czech  provinces 
in  connection  with  detailed  geomorphological  mapping  at  the 
scale  1:25,000.  The  Cabinet's  surveyors  carried  out  the  territo¬ 
rial  exploration  and  mapped  at  the  northern  corner  of  the  Beskyds 
and  their  foothills  an  area  of  84  square  kilometers,  85  km2  at 
the  edge  of  the  Lower  Jeseniky  in  tributaries  of  the  Bilovky, 

230  km ^  at  the  Blanensky  Cut  and  the  Lysicka  lowland,  100  km^ 
at  the  Krumlovsky  Forest  and  its  foothills,  the  central  part  of  the 
Byjskovratecky  hills  and  the  neighboring  hills  245  km^,  and  408  km2 
in  the  territory  of  Greater  Prague  and  south  of  Prague  as  far  as 
the  confluence  of  the  Vltava  and  Berounka. 


As  a  basis  for  the  geomorphological  map  of  CSSR  at  the  scale 
of  1:1,000,000  in  preparation,  which  is  to  be  a  part  of  the  Natio¬ 
nal  Atlas  of  CSSR,  a  scheme  for  a  comprehensive  map  of  the  Czech 
provinces  at  the  scale  of  1:500,000  was  worked  out.  Areas  of  32 
types  and  sub-types  of  reliefs  were  envisaged  within  the  frame¬ 
work  of  the  fundamental  geomorphological  categories  of  tectonic  re¬ 
liefs,  denuded  and  accumulated  by  erosion.  In  addition  to  the  re¬ 
lief  types,  conspicuous  morphological  phenomenons  were  marked  by 
conventional  signs.  Geomorphological  paragraphs  for  the  general 
geological  maps  1:200,000  (Mar.  Lazne,  Teplice,  Plzen,  Oloumouc) 
were  worked  out  and  presented  at  the  requested  time  to  the  UUG, 
Prague,  The  results  of  geomorphological  exploration  carried  out  in 
1958  in  the  to-be  inundated  region  of  the  projected  dam  of  the  Oslava 
near  Hotiste  were  as  requested  submitted  to  Hydroproject  in  Brno 
in  1959.  Complicated  speleological  exploration  continued  in  the 
Moravian  and  Northern  Moraivan  limestone  mountains,  and  in  the 
limestone  mountains. of  the  Eastern  Sudets. 

As  an  annex  to  the  mentioned  survey  of  the  exploratory  acti¬ 
vity  of  the  Cabinet,  is  information  on  the  results  of  exploration 
done  by  individual  surveyors  printed  in  pamphlets  published  by  the 
Cabinet  for  geomorphology  for  the  8th  Congress  of  Czechoslovak  Geo¬ 
graphers  in  Opava,  1959*  and  for  the  70th  birthday  of  Prof  Frant. 
Vitaska  in  January  I96C.  Beside  the  fulfillment  of  the  plan  on 
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S^e^helssR  £s  gStST”*  °f  p^lM^°^l*ieal  Hte. 

“ZullT'rrJ'n^*  new  f0m  0f  soienttfio  work.  J  Sccordine  to  dL 
“  ir  r^t  greased  participation  of  employees  in  the  ac- 

woSeS  parted  in^ieanS  °*  **'*?«*  union,  scikific.and  union 
f1rir).  Partook  .in  s°lvmg  the  problems  of  our  Cabinet  and  in 

finding . the  most  . successful' forms  of  exploratory  activity  For 

^pressing  detadled  geomofjdiological  maps,  instead  of  stripes 

of  the  o?Sii]Laof’1a?  Td1  ^  SPed  up  ana  the  iaking 

their  coirmrehpn  °t  dtaxled  geomorphological  maps  and  increased 
parts  of  the  or?  f SS>  7  research-work  in  archives  of  various 

the  cost  of  separate* research  WaS  made  ,mor®  Precise,  and  in  addition 
a  method  of  determining  +&S _ saved.  lfi  exploring  the  limestone 

valley  foSL  !?  +  S  cave-standards  and  their  relationship  to 
auainted  ??  ?'  t®rraCfs  was  devised.  In  order  to  become  ac- 
was  used  tm  ?“estone-hydrography,  the  method  of  coloring  water 

Ime  o?  ;he  oi'h??^?611?1*617  satisfa^°ry  and  helped  to  sSve 
some  ofAth®  Problems  of  water  currents  in  limestone  mountains. 

ployees  were  J???  m?®?“gs  convoked  by  the  Cabinet,  the  em- 

tives  of  the  third  FivSear  San  ^On w  prin?ples  of  the  direc" 
and  after  consiltine-  with  r?r  Z  ,  ^t  of  a  collective  discussion 

S'tSi TtSwZsl  Vhl  Tf^  oft65 

notice  of  by the  scSnSgfclS  “* . 

***  yssiss  ^cSsmsjs^  3 xi?  *** 

of  the  founStion0ofeSnrDnivOTsite°Md°at0ththe  ^  anni'rersar5r 
graduate  students  of  the  Faculty  offcWal  £lenc™aftaf  f0I”r 

SrSS-  a^oteSh°S0Si  Sfeof  ^  ^f^atlSeWor 

was  tzs&XJsr 
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The  results  of  the  Cabinet  for  Geomorphplogy*s  work  for  1959 
have  shown  that  the  political  and  expert  standard  of  all  parti¬ 
cipants  have  increased.  Political  work  was  intensified  and  work 
in  mass  organizations  improved.  This  becaine  evident  too  as  the 
politically  most  matured  members  can;e  to  think  of  basic  geomor- 
phological  items  in  political  tertos’.  '  Intensified  activity  became 
apparent,  too,  by  the  Cabinet  members  carrying  out  various  func¬ 
tions  in  political  and  mass  organizations,  also  by  all  members  par¬ 
taking  in  RSS  and  founding  a  branch  of  SCSP  at  our  working  place. 
Several  resolutions  testify  to  the  political  consciousness  of  the 
employees.  According  to  the  check-up  executed  in  November  1959. 
all  obligations  were  carried  out. 
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ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  .-PRAGUE  BRANCH  OF  THE  CZECHO¬ 
SLOVAK  GEOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY 

Malek°andSCtS  Vn+  t5’ans^ati°n  of  an  article  by  R. 

ber  i960,  pages  379-383.1  PraSue»  Novem- 


J 


ciety]  had  the^ollowing  aftiSitiff atCthCh°Si°Vak  Ge?SraPhic  So- 
gust,  together  with  the  branch  of  epnl^  6nd  °f  1959 :  on  24  Au- 
nized  a  lecture  by  Dr  St  2a  nnh  1  n^ra^-c  geography,  was  orga- 
on  the  topic:  "Methods  of  Studying  SettlP^ furer  of  Poznan  University, 
After  the  lecture  followed  a  S?ttlement  Conditions  in  Poland." 

Paring  our  own  and  Polish  settlement^n^°^SiSting  mainly  “  corn- 
numerous  maps  submitted  by  the  person  in^10”3  “  viewin® 

persons.  On  14  October  Dr  A  L!  p  Sh3ugn'  Attendance:  I4 
Berlin,  gave  a  talk™  +hP  hp*  Zlmm.from  Humboldt  Universtity, 

of  West  Berlin  in  the  pSsenfC??TCie?§raphiC  ^racterist&s 
lized  the  economical  polISl?  *  *  °f  Affairs’"  in  which  he  ana- 
Berlin  and  proved  thlt  th^t  SiS™af tf^Ve  function  West  . 
artificial  advantages  due  tn^-i  +  -  n  ls  maintained-  only  thanks  to 
the  working  people  of  the  GDR  anTfP°Se?<  s^^ua^don*  at  the  cost  of 
etatute  of  a  free  ^  ThS  realization  of  the  suggested 

*  the  arti iSZ  s fitlKSe  “™ies 
Attendance:  10  personsc  A  hort  dlscussion  followed, 

the  branch  of  Economic  Ge^rajhf  ^SAV*3  3  together  «ith 

F.  Svitalek,  on  the  ba=n .  f-p  ™  y’  GSAV*  0n  30  August  Engineer 

abroad,  talked  on  the  topic  "Ho^dlTSonlf  ®*perfence  business 
conditions,  Czechoslovak-Burman  trade  in+pi*Ve  ln1B^rma":  economic 
cularly  the  living  standards  of  +£*,  ’  *nterior. politics,  and  parti- 
his  lecture.  Mr*  STntaiVob*  v  /  various  social  classes,  A^ter 

■*>  Ufe  and  SJ  °t°l0r  slidos  «»  ecoiio- 

questions,  Attendants  23 persoS  Te  P  antanEk’ered  listeners' 
November  1939  discussed  lheM  “•f*8*  «  3 

activities  since  the  last  comH++p.  ™  ..  Th  carman's  report  on 

for  the  coming  period;  a  reflation  +0^^+-  2*  A  plan  of  activity 
series:  economic  news  from  CSSR  •  °^inue  the  current 

region,  economic-geographic  analvsif^f  of  the  Usti 

cussion  on  the  NafioLlA^Hf f2SR< ^f  the  Ostrava  region),  a  dis- 
of  soil-exploitation  in  CSSR  noninf+-  ^CartoSraphic  demonstration 
lectures  on  regi„naX 
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China,  Indonesia,  Turkey) ,  lectures  by  foreign  geographers  (if 
possible)  and  excursions  (Vltava-region,  Koneprus  Caves,  Bude jovice 
region) ,  concrete  ttopics  set  only  for  i960*  Five  Committee  members 
present,  three  excused*  ;:,  . 

On  18  November  Engineer  R.  Kohout,  member  of  the  Government 
Board  of  Statistics,  talked  on  "the  Conditions  of  Labor  in  Cze¬ 
choslovak  Agriculture";  in  his  report  he  gave  a  very  interesting  and, 
for  geographers ,  valuable  review  of  conditions  in  the  whole  Repub¬ 
lic  and  individual  regions  and  pointed  out  the  tasks  of  our  agri¬ 
culture  and  avenues  to  their  solution.  In  the  following  dis¬ 
cussion  he  finished  his  report  and  answered  various  questions.  On 
8  December  there  was  a  meeting  on  study  trips  to  Rumania  and  Hungary 
in  the  summer  of  1959*  slides  from  these  trips  were  shown.  Atten¬ 
dance  28  persons.  Dr  Kosinski,  a  member  of  the  Geographic  Institute 
of  the  Polish  Academy  of  Sciences,  on  11  December  1959  lectured 
on  "Problems  of  Settling  the  Western  regions  of  Poland,"  The  lecture 
was  arranged  by  the  Prague  branch  of  CSSZ  [Czechoslovak  Geographic 
Society]  together  with  the  branch  of  geographic  economy  EU  CSAV 
and  was  very  valuable  and  inspiring.  The  chairman  and  numerous 
participants  in  the  discussion  added  to  the  lecture  by  observations 
on  the  problems  of  settling  the  Czechoslovak  border  regions,  draw¬ 
ing  an  interesting  and  instructive  parallel.  Attendance  22  persons. 
On  15  December  a  committee  meeting  discussed  the  following  points: 

1.  Applications  for  membership.  2.  Plan  for  the  new  branch  com¬ 
mittee’s  composition.  The  same  day,  after  the  plenary  meeting  of 
the  CSSZ,  there  was  a  short  members’  meeting  of  the  Prague  branch, 
at  which  the  new  committee  was  unanimously  approved:  Prof  Dr  J. 
Dobersky,  chairman;  Dr  M.  Blazek,  vice-chairman;  Dr  Ct.  Votrubec, 
negotiator Dr  M.  Matousek,  business  chairman;  and  Dr  J.  Bosedla, 

Dr  S,  Siropolko,  Dr  R.  Malek.  At  the  meeting  on  13  January  i960 
the  oommittee  discussed  a  master  plan  of  activities  for  the  whole 
year.  Main  emphasis  was  put  on  lectures  and  excursions,  on  the 
Society’s  publicity  in  the  press,  and  on  gaining  new  members.  Seven 
membership  applications  were  discussed.  The  same  night  a  member¬ 
ship  meeting  of  the  Branch  under  Prof  Dobersky* s  chairmanship 
took  place;  attendance  21  persons.  Architect  M.  Hrouda  talked  on 
the  topic  "Development  of  the  Usti  region's  Economy."  At  present* 
in  that  region  35  million  tons  of  brown  coal  is  being  mined,  mostly 
from  close  under  the  surface.  There  exists  an  extraction  problem 
(at  the  Gorkij  mine  it  will  be  necessary  to  remove  approximately 
1.3  million  11P).  The  manner  of  how  mining  is  to  be  initiated 
strongly  influences  its  further  progress.  The  settlement  problems, 
particularly  in  the  Most  region,  are  complicated,  because  mining 
conflicts  with  numerous  engineering  plants  and  some  settlements 
must  be  razed.  Under  the  city  of  Most  there  is  90  million  tons  of 
high  quality  coal.  Mining  changes  the  region’s  hydrology.  The  pro¬ 
tection  of  mineral  springs  is  important  (Teplice,  Brvany,  Zajecice) . 
Next,  the  lecturer  focussed  on  the  Stalin  Plant  at  Zaluzi,  which 
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■SSr'Sfett  ££*  «?»  refinery  is  cheaper 

ssa.f  2&rw*>dS^^ 

and  th^fSSe  ^  *&  odal  regions, 

meeting  with  21  person^?  a++0  ^  sti  region.  On  27  January  a  member's 
Dr  Dobersky  devoted  a  chny+  to?k  place*  The,  branch  chairman, 

Dr  Rudolf  Turcin  hit  the  mem°ry  of  the  deceased 

ment  of  L^ca^c \Zlt? ^S10*  1°  f  Nation  and  develop- 

committee.  He  also  rem<Jwi  ^s,  activity^  as  an  editor  and  in  the  CSSZ 
arid  active  participation  a+  n  roc?aCtivd;ty  during  the  resistance 

Slav  geSapSrs?  SS  tLt  ^  ”ee^gs  and  a11  stings  of 

s 

rrs  s^si”2  and,has  (with°ut  «»«>. 

creational  exploitation  io  on  +™es  that  many  tourists,  and  re- 
the  Baltic  itittSrnP  3  tlmes  that  of  the  Czech  side.  After 
on  transportation  Main  fecreftional  region.  Next  he  talked 

necessity  of  moving  recreation^™^*?1  ofn®otels  and  hotels,  on  the 

Finally  he  showed  60  color  slides  and  submit  tot  +hS  table- lands, 

the  new  recreation  J  n  Z  ■  ?  subraitted  Photographs  from 

a  meeting  of  Se  Somittee  f  °hr:LSCh;  ?  10  Feb™ary,  there  was 
reported  on  his  partio ^°Pi!.being  present-  Dr  Blazek 
Society o?  the  sS  Son  “VS  ^  ?**},' Congrefs  of  ^graphic 
cussed  as  well  as  the  preoan  +-Ur  m®mbership  applications  were  dis- 
territorial  division  of  CzSooVf-*  dl®°ussion  evening  on  the  new 
with  a  lecture  bftL  editor  o?  ST  ^en,a  rae“hers'  meeting 
Bartl,  on  "Scientific  eSwaTfo^f^t?2^  (Ioung  Front).  Stanislav 
Place;  64  persons  pieseS  ?^  ^futhe  Antarctic  1958-59"  took 
Antarctic  expedition  and^  r/as  a  member  of  the  Soviet 

Antarctic  soil.  A  great  part^  tb^A  Pzecb?sl°vakian  to  stand  on 
mained  unexplored  and  Se^oJiS  .^ct*c  baa  eo  far  re- 
so.  During  the  IntXnaS^^^  °f  d0ing 

as  many  inner  polar  stations  a<,  a-n  +1,^  Tfar*  tbe  USSR  constructed 
It  was  proved  S  f11  the  other  countries  combined. 

and  penetrate  tu  Sf  ceS^S  ChanEe  *>»* 

devekl  ekpediiloL^ntSwef £* J*."d,b.Tad  ?"  Sroth  ***■ 

which  Bartl  took  part  measured  (including  the  boat  tripf^ooo'ton 
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and  lasted  five  months.  Finally,  he  showed  his  photographs  and 
answered  questions  (changes  in  ihe  ice  crust  since  Byrd’s  expedi¬ 
tions,  scientific  cooperation,  the  Washington  Treaty  on  Antarctica, 
problems  Of  wintering  there*  endurance ,of  low  temperatures) .  At 
the  close,  the  chairman  acquainted  those  present'  with  plans  for  the 
future  and  with  the  Geographic  Society’ s  task. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Geographic  Section  of  the  Society 
for  the  spreading  of  political  knowledge  and  with  the  Cultural  Cen¬ 
ter  of  Poland,  on  19  February  a  lecture  was  given  by  the  Polish 
scholar  and  Arctic  traveler  Stanislav  Siedlecki  on  "The  Polish 
Scientific  Expedition  to  Spitsbergen  (Svalbard)  1956-1959."  130' 
persons  attended,  and  others  could  find  no  room  in  the  lecture  hall 
of  the  Polish  Cultural  Center,  Dr  Siedlecki  started  by  recalling 
the  first  Polish  Arctic  Expedition  (1932-33  Bear  Island,  1934 land 
1936  Spitsbergen,  1937  Greenland).  He  took  part  in  all  of  them 
and  gained  much  experience.  He  talked  in  detail  about  the  Fifth 
Expedition,  organised  at  the  instigation  of  the  Polish  Academy  of 
Science  in  1956-59,  in  which  altogether  76  scientists  and  400  sai¬ 
lors  took  part.  The  main  center  was  near  Isf jord  and  Hornsundf jord. 
The  Polish  scientists  built  there  a  permanent  base  and  contributed 
with  numerous  new  discoveries  to  the  solution  of  geological-geo¬ 
graphic  questions  and  problems  of  the  International  Geophysical  Year. 
He  described  the  expedition’s  life  and  work  in  a  fascinating  manner. 
The  program  was  long  and  touched  on  metereology,  geology,  geography, 
geodesics,  glaciology,  periglacial  phenomena,  geomagnetism  and  acti- 
nometry.  They  observed  the  Aurora  Borealis ,  the  atmosphere ’ s  con¬ 
tent  of  carbon  oxyde  and  radioactive  particles.  The  Polish  station 
cooperated  with  the  Norwegian-Russian  and  Swedish-Finnish- Swiss 
Expeditions.  The  lecture  was  accompanied  by  slides,  and  at  the  close, 
documentary  [films]  were  shown  which  had  been  made  by  the  expedi¬ 
tion.  The  audience’s  thunderous  applause  expressed  its  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  Polish  polar  explorers’  self-sacrificing  scientific 
work.  For  a  restricted  circle  of  scientists  and  journalists,  the 
¥ociety  organized,  together  with  the  Polish  Cultural  Center,-  a 
press  conference  with  Dr  Siedlecki  at  noon  on  22  February  and  in 
which  15  persons  took  part.  Again  films  and  slides  made  by  the  Expe¬ 
dition  were  shown  and  the  Polish  scientist  answered  numerous  que¬ 
stions  which  dealt  with  the  climatic  donditions,  economic  questions, 
and  prospects  of  Sptizbergen.  The  daily  press  reported  on  that  suc¬ 
cessful  conference.. 

On  the  problem  of  CSR’s  new  territorial  organization  a  dis¬ 
cussion  evening  was  held  on  3  March  i960,  which  was  also  attended 
by  members  of  the  Government  Planning  Board  and  regional  planning 
boards  from  Pardubice  and  Usti  n.L.  The  evening  was  started  by  Prof 
Dr  Dobersky  at  6  P.M. ,  28  members  and  guests  being  present.  The 
discussion  was  conducted  by  Dr  Strida.  The  first  report  came  from 
Dr  Valentin,  head  of  the  regional  SPK  [abbreviation  unexplained  in 
source],  on  the  progress  on  the  new  territorial  organization  of  the 
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Brd'  The  Bain  was  d*b. 

basis,  DeSsive  °f  eC??omio  •"*«»  "»ta»  as  a 

ter,  economically  morehapriroDriatetrS1*teS  5  J°S4s  °f  vie”-  0rea~ 

it  Possible  to  ;transferPfhePa^-ie*  +g^S  and  dlstricts*  will  make 

national  economy  to  the  Nation?? 1Jlstrft;LOn  of  further  parts  of  the 
vance  development  of  +ho  •  :  Commitees  and  simultaneously  ad- 

zation  oriiSng  5?fnSrds *****»'«•  gradual  Jquali- 
Central  Slovakian  Region  which  i  insbance»  fGli  the  formation  of  the 
tive  and  politick  criteria  ^  eC0n0mi?  0ne’  ^^istra- 

more  evenly  the  forces  of  ornHnc+- eC1S1Jei  a  desire  to  spread  out 
of  livinv  also  in  the.  prGductlon  and  to  raise  the  standard 

Korcak  give  a  survey  of  thTjeUtWhinT*13”  86X41  Jar- 

organization  and  previous  a“^onshlP  between  the  new  territorial 

Czechoslovakia.  Lis  meant  atteiupts  at  organizing 

the  already  published  "XfJJi  distribution  of  his  time  after 
of  CSSR"  (Economic  ^  °?  Methods  of  Regional  Structure 

Report  of  the  Pir~t  Cuur.-^  a^h-fc,5tructure  of  Czechoslovakia. 

NCSAV.  1Q<3.)  "' - - - — -  -  nce  or  Economic  Geographers  CSR,  Pr-acnc, 

lems  of  Slovakias1terrftorialS^t°n,+Gt*  V5ltrubec  sP°ke  on  the  prob- 
via,  V.  Havlik  on  Southed  SH  F  lCtUrn’vM‘.Strida  talked  on  Mora- 
and  J,  Mares  on  Central  Bohemia  S  vrn+v,0^em^a’  PurskY  on  Eastern, 
tical  workers  spoke  on  some  small  u^.'Jier*  geographers  and  prac- 
summed  up.  “  smaller  d^cussion  items.  M.  S  rida 

simple  addition^was^sed.  °Lhis  i^blsicall310^^’  3  method  of 
incorporation  of  a  part  of  S  r  +  Really  correct.  Only  the 

can  be  considered  a  deviation  Th°re  +hSln  Cenbra-1-  Slovakia 
must  have  been  overestimated  for  C?eohhSi Valfe  of  Power  Production 
portation  of  coal  anf Metrical  clrren £*££  1116  trans" 

not  constitute  a  problem  here  Th^  f  ,  fegl0n  to  reSion  does 
Pie  addition,  and  the  formation  IS  was  used  m  the  method  of  sim- 
sometimes  brings  new  proSami  L-LT/1Stricts  111  Slovakia 
territorial  SSc^e^d  Zsf  ^  ^  C?me  up  ^  the  first 
before  (i.e.  the  area  of  the  Social i!+°+  1S  S°fe  urgei}t  today  than 
right  on  the  region's  boundari°S  S  Dubnica  n/v  remains 
nomic  geography,  the  question  of  Bans^  wS™*  °f  view.of  eco“ 
tal  tom  was  particularly  discussed •  as  a  reglonal  capi- 

Ilradec  Kralove  to  Pardubice  the  Hi  the  relationship  of 

of  100.000  people  around  Liberec  thenr-Li00  the  agglomeration 
structure  of  our  bordS  relioH  tS  pr?bleras  of  the  territorial 
Pilzen,  and  others.  The  di<?r»n  -•  environs  of  Prague,  Ostrava, 
and  sane  competition  between  cities  ^The^v,  a'?'solto  reglonalism 
was  the  demonstration  of  nrnhiomc,  S'+uThe  evening's  positive  side 
she™  that  one  5S°?  ^c^tftte0^4?  6Xa,”pleSl  14 
perts,  suitable  buildings  and  String  ^  f,S  e<lulPnient  of  ex- 
composition  of  territorial  unite  JIh  S*  0n.the  Question  of  the 

131  Units  and  ^onomic  ties,  the  conclusion 
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was  reached  that  the  new  structure  mobilises  more  than  the  previous 
one  all  reserves  and  contributes  to  the  equalization  of  distribution 
of  forces  of  production  and  tO  the  raising  Of  the  living  standard. 

The  members  of  the  State  Planning  Board  asked  for  further  coopera¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  economic  geographers  and  valued  their  up-to- 
date  work  in  a  positive  manner*  The  working  out  of  future  prospects 
as  well  as  the  estimation  of  natural  and  economic  conditions  for 
each  region  on  a  geographic  basis  rail  contribute  to  the  Regional 
and  District  National  Commitees*  better  execution  of  their  coordi¬ 
nating  task.  Formerly,  questions  of  territorial  structure  were  re-, 
mote  from  official  geography,  as  from  politiaal  and  economic  functio¬ 
naries,  Today,  all  these  questions  are  linked  up  and  economic 
geography  deals  actively  with  their  solution.  This  proves  the 
progress  made  in  geography  and  its  closer  link  with  practical  que¬ 
stions.  Geographic  ideas  are  respected  and  carried  out  in  CSSR's 
new  structure  to  a  greater  extent  than  formerly  and  more  than  in 
any  other  European  country. 

On  30  March,  unddr  Prof  Dobersky's  chairmanship,  a  lecture 
was  given  by  Dr  Miroslav  Blazka  on  the  topic  "The  Third  Congress 
of  the  Soviet  Geographic  Society  at  Kiev  in  February-March  i960," 

22  being  present.  (See  also  the  lecturer's  report,  Sbomik  CSSZ,  i960 
65:355.) 

On  30  April  Dr  Augustin  talked  on  China  at  the  members* 
meeting,  24  being  present.  Dr  Augustin  Palat  is  the  deputy  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Oriental  Institute,  CSAV.  After  having  been  welcomed 
by  Prof  Dobersky,  he  mentioned  that  he  had  lately  spent  six  years 
in  China  and  had  come  to  know  well  about  six  provinces  there,  as 
he  had  one  some  orientalistic  research.  First  he  spoke  of  the 
People's  Republic  of  China's  position  ofer  the  last  10  years; 
about  natural  conditions  and  resources  and  attempts  to  exploit  same 
to  the  best*  He  added  numerous  personal  experiences,  and  also 
talked  about  the  people  and  economy  and  devoted  considerable  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  originality  of  Chinese  towns  and  their  architecture. 
During  the  talk,  he  circulated  somo  of  his  photographs,  and 
finally  showed  tv  3  Chinese  films  in  their  original  Chinese  version. 

The  subsequent  discussion  was  extensive. 

On  27  April  21  members  present,  Dr  Vladimir  Matousek,  ex¬ 
pert  assistant  of  VSE  [abbreviation  unexplained  in  source],  talked 
briefly  on  Indonesia,  shortly  after  his  six-months  study  trip  to 
that  interesting  country.  He  focused  particularly  on  population 
problems  which  are  most  acute  at  Madura.  Since  1948,  Indonesia's 
population  has  groxm  by  1.6  million  yearly,  which  lowers  her  nutri¬ 
tion  basis.  About  1965,  the  population  will  reach  100  millions, 
while  only  600.000  are  working  in  industry.  Since  1903,  migration 
to  lesser  populated  areas  has  been  conducted,  but  to  date,  over  50 
years,  only  215.000  people  have  been  moved.  This  is,  therefore, 
no  solution.  The  migration  to  the  city  is  a  very  grave  social 
problem.  In  1930  Djakarta  had  533.000  inhabitants,  in  1957  - 
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freSent  three  ”mion-  Makassar  grew  tm  S-.  ooo 
people^s^material^and  Sf'  t*1**™*  talked  ab^  to 

sumption  (average  2  000  ealnrtp0  !,S  the  very  low  calory  con- 
Of  the  total  pSntfton  a^  St  •  Plantations  only  1,500  daily). 

altogether  500,000  people'  pLSatims*”^'0  ^  Sulnatra. 

3$  of  the  world's  natiral  Sbe?  f  jK? plIndt,nesla  Produces 
but  not  carried  out  Final! v  +IT1  ^  Vf  Yfaf,  Plan  was  announced, 
and  businessmen  S^d  glS  ?e  Problem  of  Chinese 

sian  geography  who  a  IT  \  ??  P80ple  workine  ^  Indone- 

of  the  author’s  slides  wSresho™.  PUbllshed  anythinS‘  NexV  some 

with  f<£  membernris^nt"16?1??  °f  ?e  Branch’  held  «  May, 

The  members  were  hotified’on  S  L?®!?* 9rship  aPPlicat^ns  were  approved, 
and  a  letter  from Ihe 3 Sv!  resolublons  °*  the  UV  CSSZ  of  20  April 
with  thanks.  Next  were  discus???  BranCh  waf  dlscussed  and  accepted 
tion  of  the  eeleSiSS  tf lie  itZT  rep°rts  "*  the 
The  Chairman  acquainted  the  o+w  aaniversary  of  CSSR  liberation, 
a  discussion  ey?£f?  ?!  °thar  members  with  the  organization  of 
It  was  decided  to  oostn nl  ffapb^  ln  s°hools  of  2nd  and  3rd  degree. 
Branch  to  2S«n  S"aller  e*cursion  of  thl 

the  end  of  i960  was  aporovedS  tL/tT  le5t?r?f. at  the  Branch  till 
securing  a  scientific  Pprograiii  of  th?  ?th  Sf^fr  0n 

phers  was  sent  to  the  Organization  Cnli+t?  !!  ?£  Czech  Geogra- 
suggestion,  the  formation  of  a  ^  *  031  the  chairman’s 

bition  of  ^eoevaS  S  a  preparatory  committee  for  an  exhi- 

comprL?s:12n2 ^So£?f  a?h?WaSTaPPr0Ved*  ^Committee 
for  the  ttxntZSl  £  £ ??  %  ??snik'  Votrubec,  and  met 
basic  questions  on  the  exfnh-i’+in  a?  for  two  hours  dealt  with 
on  geographic °n’  and<  reported  a  discussion 

10-20  of  our  foremost  ?eoffraJhe?S  ?e+lded  to  invite  particularly 
the  exhibition  and  renon+f  p  e^s~Photographers  to  take  part  in 
with  to  Senda  LtoS  I  and  Votrube(!  were  entrusted 

The  date  „Ss  St  S  2^cvSbir1«S  te°hnl0al  Pr°ilsl"s- 

letters^?  greStorseht^Sto”'61'!  °S  18' Hay  and  dealt  with  the 
ance  as  members  of  CSS?  f a?i  • cebebration  of  CSSZ.  For  accept- 
was  decided  to  deal  S th  S  apP?Catl0ns  were  recommended.  It 
ing  of  polIt?a??id^?enMf?S?i0?  f  geography  and  the  spread- 
meeting.  scientific  knowledge  at  a  future  committee 
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ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  BRNO  BRANCH  OF  THE  CZECHO¬ 
SLOVAK  GEOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY. 

[Following  is  the  translation  of  an  article  by  0. 
Stehlik,  in  Sbornik  Ceslcoslovenske  Spolecnosti  Zemepisne 
(Yearbook  of  the  Czechoslovak  Geographic  Society) 

Vol  LXV,  No  4,  Prague,  November  60,  page  380], 


Activities  of  the  Brno  Branch  for  the  first  half  of  1959* 
According  to  the  schedule  prepared  at  the  end  of  1958,  the  Brno 
Branch  started  its  1959  activities  on  January  14  by  a  lecture  given 
by  Dr  J,  Linhart:  "The  Gimlja-  and  Rybinsky  Dam  Lake,  (Experiences 
from  a  study  trip  to  the  USSR)",  During  the  lecture,  attended  by 
33«persons,  a  brief  picture  of  the  state  of  geomorpholigical  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  banks  of  dam  lakes  in  the  USSR  and  of  the  state 
of  geomorpholigcal  mapping  executed  by  Soviet  scientists  in  various 
regions  of  the  USSR  was  given.  The  branch  lecture  activity  con¬ 
tinued  on  18  February  1959  with  a  lecture  given  by  Dr  Otakar  Slampa: 
•Experiences  and  Impressions  from  India,"  in  which  he  acquainted 
the  35  person  aducienee  with  the  organization  of  geography  teach¬ 
ing  and  research  at  Indian  universities  at  Aligork,  Calcutta,  Madras 
and  other  universities  and  with  personal  experiences  during  his 
annual  study  trip.  At  the  Brno  Branch  meeting  of  19  March,  1959» 
Prof  Hichal  Luknis  talked  on  the  topic:  "Problems  of  Strba  Lake 
and  of  its  Protection."  At  this  lecture,  attended  by  28  persons, 
Luknis  informed  about  latest  results  of  his  research  on  the  genesis 
of  the  lake  basin  of  Strba  and  pointed  out  the  importance  of  these 
data  for  a  correct  evaluation  and  measures  necessary  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  one  of  the  Tatra  region's  most  important  and  greatest 
water  supply  basins.  In  March  and  April,  the  Brno  Branch  organized 
two  lecture  evenings  together  with  the  Czechoslovak  Meterological 
Society.  Under  these  auspices.  Dr  F.  Rein  had  a  talk  on  "Typiza- 
tion  of  Synoptical  Events  in  View  of  their  Use  in  Climatology" 
on  31  March,  and  on  24  April,  Dr  M.  Nosek  spoke  on  "The  Subject 
and  Methods  of  Dynamic  Climatology."  Rein's  talk  was  attended 
by  29  persons.  He  made  a  classification  of  synoptical  types,  which 
he  bad  elaborated  together  with  Prof  Koncek  as  a  basis  for  the  study 
of  Czech  dynamic  climatology.  Nosek* s  talk,  attended  by  36  per¬ 
sons,  dealt  with  the  development  of  dynamic  climatology,  its  methods 
of  work  and  tasks  in  CSSR.  He  put  special  emphasis  on  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  climatology  within  the  framework  of  the  geographical  and 
geophysical  sciences. 


-13- 


OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


At  the  suggestion  of  UV  CSSZ,  our  branch  on  6  May  organized 
a  discussion  evening  on  the  contents  of  the  National  Geographic 
Atlas  of  CSSR._  The  discussion  was  started  by  the  reports  of  Dr  Jan 
Krejci, .university  professor,  and  Major  Dr  Bohuslav  Simak.  The 
discussion  results  were  submitted  for  further  processing  to  the  Geo¬ 
graphic  Committee  of  CSAV.  The  evening  was  attended  by.  22  members 
of  our  branch.  The  branch  members  further  took  part  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  and  successful  r®Lization  of  the  8th  Congress,  of  Czechoslovak 
eographers  at  Opava.  They  presented  numerous  reports,  prepared 
information  sheets  and  leaflets  for  the  Congress  exhibition.  Some 
members  were  able  to  take  part  in  excursions  abroad  to  Hungary 
and  Rumania,  organized  by  the  UV  CSSZ,  and  the  Seminar  on  Regional 
Geography,  organized  by  the  geography  department  of  Brno  Universitjr. 

The  Brno  Branch  Committee  met  five  times  during  the  first 
half  of  1959,  on  14  January,  16  March,  6  May  and  21  June.  At  those 
meetings  organizational  matters  were  dealt  with  as  well  as  member¬ 
ship,.  and  preparation  and  execution  of  branch  work.  The  Committee 
recommended  eight  persons  for  membership,  moved  for  membership  can¬ 
cellation  of  three  members  on  their  own  request;  two  members  died. 
The  Committee  submitted  to  the  CSAV  chairmanship  a  motion  for  the 
appointment  of  Dr  Jan  Krejci  as  corresponding  member  of  CSAV,  and 
furnished  the  addresses  of  nine  Brno  geographers  for  the  world 
geographyoWho»s  , who'. (by-, means  of  the  UV  CSSZ).  Together  with 
foreign  geographic  organizations,  the  Branch  Committee  took  steps 
to  prepare  a  visit  to  Brno  and  the  Moravian  limestone  region  for  a 
70-member  group  of  PTG  geographers  and  for  a  40-member  group  from 
Torun  University.  For  the  second  half  of  the  year,  the  Committee 
submitted  a  schedule  of  activities,  including  three  lecture  mee¬ 
tings. 
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REVIEW  OF  15  YEARS  OF  GEOGRAPHIC  WORK  IN 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 


[Following  is  the  translation  of  an  article  by 
Ct.  Votrubec,  in  Sbornik  Ceskoslovenske  SpoIetiJo:-' 
no'stI-Zemeplsneo(  Yearbook-  o£;i-the  -,CzechbslovaR:  Gaogra- 
phic  Society),  Vol  LXV,  No  4,  Prague, ’ November, 
19^)7  paies  383-384.] 


At  the  15th  anniversary  of  Czechoslovakia's  Liberation,  the 
Prague  branch  on  18  May  i960  organized  a  lecture  evening,  atten¬ 
ded  by  31  persons,  at  which  the  15  year  development  of  the  indivi¬ 
dual  geographic  disciplines  was  evaluated.  They  also  analyzed 
the  present  state  and  future  work  prospects.  As  an  introduction 
the  long-time  president.  Dr  Dobersky,  gave  a  review  of  the  Czecho¬ 
slovak  Geographic  Society* s  activity,  particularly  stressing  its 
work  after  1954,  when  it  was  joined  to  CSAV.  He  mentioned  the  last 
Geographic  Congress  and  conferences  of  scientists,  and  the  number 
of  Society  members.  As  a  close  to  the  first  part  of  his  report, 
he  expressed  the  desire  that  the  Library  of  Geographic  Works  be 
renewed,  which  would  increase  geographers*  publication  possibili¬ 
ties.  In  the  second  part  of  his  report,  Prof  Dobersky  evaluated 
the  development  of  Czechoslovak  economic  geography  since  1945. 

Dr  Vaclav  Krai  reported  on  physical  geography.  Equal  attention 
has  .not  been  given  lately  to  all  branches  of  physical  geography. 
Most  of  all,  geomorphology  has  been  practices.  Some  practical  prob¬ 
lems  were  also  solved,  such  as  the  exploration  of  soil  for  founda¬ 
tions  of  buildings.  The  increase  of  river  terraces  was  mapped, 
which  is  valuable  in  the  search  for  layers  of  gravel.  Our  already 
traditional  exploration  of  limestone  is  at  a  high  level.  The  over¬ 
all  geomorphological  mapping  has  done  away  with  one-sided  atten¬ 
tion  to  partical  problems.  The  most  neglected  section  is  soil  geo¬ 
morphology.  Dr  Miroslav  S^rida  presented  the  absent  Dr  Miroslav 
Blazko*s  report  on  the  contemporary  state  of  economic  geography, 
its  tasks  and  perspectives.  A^out  30  persons  work  in  one  sector 
and  much  work  has  teen  done  during  the  last  years.  In  the  past, 
the  fault  had  been  to  spread  out  places  of  work  and  to  feel  reluc¬ 
tant  to  solve  fundamental  problems.  The  Government  Research  Plan 
for  the  time  till  1965  includes  the  study  of  "Proportional  deve¬ 
lopment  of  Czechoslovak  regions  and  placement  of  forces  of  produc¬ 
tion."  This  has  two  problems:  1)  Analysis  of  natural  and  economic 
conditions  of  the  economy  in  individual  regions  of  CSSR.  2)  Eva¬ 
luation  of  the  main  trends  of  the  economy's  development  in  single 
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regions  according  to  their  specialization  and  position  within 
CSSR  National  Economy.  These  exceptionally  important  and  very  prob¬ 
lematic  tasks  are  already  in  process  of  being  dealt  with.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  how  these  tasks  are'  solved,  our  effort  will  be  evaluated. 

Dr  Ctibor  Votrubec  reported  on  the  actual  state  and  prospects  of 
toxm  geography  in  CSSR.  Over  the  last  15, years,  about  75  import¬ 
ant  articles  and  monographic s  on  to™  geography  were  published,  which 
represents  nearly  half  (45$)  of  the  total  output  in  that  field 
over  the  last  70  years.  Unlike  prewar  literature,  the  socialist 
development  of  our  country  faced  geographers  with  additional 
and  quite  new  problems ,  such  as  the  study  of  construction,  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  five-year  plans  on  to™  structure,  the  study  of  dis¬ 
appearing  phenomena  in  to™s,  questions  of  production  and  distri¬ 
bution  and  others.  The  15th  anniversary  finds  this  branch  at  high 
activity.  At  present,  monographies  on  six  to™s  are  worked  out,  the 
problems  of  administrative  town-  and  urban  agglomeration  counda- 
ries  are  solved,  commuting  problems  are  studied,  city  and  country 
relations  and  questions  of  city  and  suburb  construction  are  dealt 
with.  Dr  Karel  Kuchar  reported  on  work  in  cartography,  which  has 
always  served  well  geographic  work  in  our  country.  He  stressed  the 
importance  of  the  Government  map  collection  which  had,  above  all, 
cultural-historical  tasks,  and  the  importance  of  the  11  years  of 
publication  of  the  Kartograficky  preheled  (Cartographical  Survey 
which  teas  the  only  magazine  of  its  kind  in  the  whole  world.  Maps 
of  our  country  were  checked,  as  well  as  old  map  collections.  Monu- 
menta  cartographica  Bohemiae,  Moraviae,  Silesiae  atque  Sloveniae, 
are  being  made  ready  for  the  public. 

Dr  Kuchar  presented  their  proofs  to  the  audience.  The  quali¬ 
ty  of  Czechoslovak  cartography  is  internationally  recognized.  Now 
the  main  task  is  a  National  Atlas  of  CSSR.  Next,  Dr  Kuchar  spoke 
on  the  activity  of  the  Central  Committee  of  Geodesy  and  Cartography, 
where  more  than  30  geographers  work,  and  where,  since  1954,  the 
editing  of  cartographic  activity  has  been  concentrated.  The  Carto¬ 
graphy  Cabinet  prepared  a  dictionary  of  cartographic  terminology, 
the  first  one  of  its  kind;  USGR  is  preparing  a  dictionary  of  geo¬ 
detic  terminology.  Practical  needs  are  very  much  taken  into  ac¬ 
count  and  we  try  to  have  theory  always  precede  practical  needs.  In 
his  last  report,  Dr  Oto  Pokorny  dealt  with  historical  geography. 
Before  Wbrld  War  II  this  discipline  was  developed  in  schools  of 
higher  education  and  ideas  and  tasks  had  been  clarified.  But  only 
a  few  works  have  attempted  a  synthesis.  A  list  of  disappeared  and 
newly  founded  localities  was  published;  the  extent  of  the  Slavni- 
kov  Empire  and  tribe  regions  are  under  study.  Much  work  is  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  exploration  of  local  names,  on  the  basis  of  which 
the  longtime  past  can  be  reconstructed.  A  cartographic  study  of 
industrialism  since  the  18th  century  is  being  done.  It  would  be 
necessary  to  analyze  the  vegetative  coverage  of  our  country,  the 
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change  of  water-courses  *  and  othersi  Of  the  greatest  importance, 
however,  is  the  exploration  of  recently  past  times.  Historical 
geography  was  always  an  important  field  and  more  attention  should 
be  given  to  it  also  at  Universities.  As  a  close  to  the  evening, 
the  branch  manager,  Prbf  Qobersky,  read  letters  of  greeting  which 
the  Congress  Delegates  sent  to  the  UVKSC,  the  governing  body  of 
CSAV,  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  to  honorary  members  of  the 
Society  abroad.  The  audience  expressed  its  consent  by  applause. 
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